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The history and distribution of myxomatosis from its initial explosive entrance into the scientific arena and recognition by SANARELLI in Montevideo, Uruguay in 1896 to its establishment in the last 2 decades on a world wide scale are presented. It was attributed to a filterable virus from the outset. It has received more than casual attention from many-pastoral vagabonds to ivory-tower scientists.
The book is very well written by authors who are intimately acquainted with the host, the virus, and the disease. This makes for interesting and informative reading. I do object to the constant use of "virus" as an adjective as in "virus load" (p. 160) or "virus infections" (p. 160). Occasionally they do use the adjectival form, "viral". They usually do not use subjunctive verbal forms where indicated, especially of "to be".
This book should be of interest not only to those specifically concerned with myxomatosis, but also in general to pathologists, virologists, epidemiologists, agriculturalists, militarists, wild life specialists, and even politicians. The authors have even been so helpful as to provide meaningful summaries at the end of each chapter concerned with virology and pathology.
I would have liked more detail on the anatomic aspects of the disease, and virologists may also have this complaint for their special interests. However, there is a great deal of information on these aspects, and a useful bibliography for those who want more. This book should be required reading for all people with any interest in infectious disease, and especially those Concerned with their spread and control.
C This work is the culmination of a lifelong scientific interest in comparative cardiology. The structure and ultrastructure of hearts are described, beginning with the invertebrates and extending through the animal kingdom to the mammals. In explaining this breadth of zoological coverage, Dr. ROBB says: "In order to understand the adult organization of the mammalian heart it is necessary to understand its embryology. In order to understand the embryology, it is necessary to understand the comparative anatomy of the simpler hearts and circulatory systems."
Dr. ROBB has taken an unusual approach, electing to cite passages from publications rather than to paraphrase or summarize them. A large part of the book therefore consists of small print, in which the work of numerous experts is conveyed in their own words. Dr. ROBB has been most ingenious in weaving these paragraphs-sometimes but single sentences-into a unified fabric, and if the result is not the smoothest-reading prose I have encountered, neither is it hard to follow nor unpleasantly rough. Occasionally she has failed to prune judiciously, giving such useless bits of information as "later Dr. TUDOR JONES hopes to submit a discussion of some of these points in a form suitable for pu-
